


MINUTES OF REGULARY SCHEDULED PUBLIC MEETING
This regular meeting of the Alternative Fuels Technicians Examiners Committee scheduled to begin at 9:00 a.m. on the 6th day of January, 2015  was convened in accordance with the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act [25 O.S., 301 et seq.]. Further, an advance public notice that was sent to the Secretary of State’s Office of Administrative Rules, prior to this time today, specifying the time and place of the meeting here convened, preceded this meeting. Notice of this meeting was given at least twenty-four (24) hours prior hereto and no one filed a written request of notice of meetings of this public body to date.


PUBLIC BODY:	Alternative Fuels Technicians Examiners Committee 

DATE:			January 6, 2015

ADDRESS:		Oklahoma Department of Labor (ODOL)
			3017 N Stiles Ste. 100
			Oklahoma City, OK 73105

CONTACT PERSON:  Ruth Neville 				Telephone (405) 521-6594

Agenda Item 1:
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Jeff Twiehaus, Chairman.

Agenda Item 2:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Roll Call
Committee members present: Jeff Twiehaus, Craiton Cooper, Charles Lawson and Roger Luke. 
Members Absent: Frank Stapp, John Cook and Ruth Neville. Five members were present. A quorum was present. There is one committee member vacancy. 

Agenda Item 3:
Statement of Compliance with the Open Meeting Act
The Statement of Compliance with the Open Meeting Act was read by Ruth Neville.

Agenda Item 4:
Approval of minutes for November 4, 2014 Alternative Fuels Technicians Examiners Committee Meeting
Jeff Twiehaus made a motion to approve the minutes from November 4, 2014 meeting. The motion was 2nd by Craiton Cooper. The motion passed with unanimous consent. 
Roll Call:
Aye: Jeff Twiehaus, Craiton Cooper, Charles Lawson, Roger Luke, Ruth Neville

Agenda Item 5:
James Buck to provide the Committee with the latest statistics for the Alternative Fuels Program, with potential Committee action. 
Mr. Buck addressed the committee to provide the committee and interested parties an update on the progress the Oklahoma Department of Labor (ODOL) has made over the last few months to include reviewing the current statutes and rules and proposing amendments. The ODOL has submitted language to Representative Osborn to be filed for a bill to make amendments to the Statute. There is discussion before the Oklahoma Uniform Building Code Commission, regarding their reviewing and proposing of International Fire Codes (IFC). After discussion with ODOL’s General Counsel Office the ODOL is going to move forward with National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 52. NFPA 52 is more stringent than IFC. If there is a conflict between NFPA 52 and IFC, the ODOL will defer to IFC. Then ODOL will not need to wait another year on rules that focus more on fill stations. 

In the meantime, ODOL will move forward and put statutes and amendments into place, and also move forward with the rules changes. The ODOL feels that is the proper way to go right now. We had considerable input from the industry and felt the rules were very appropriate in regards to the body of framework for people to work under and for the developing of fill stations for compressed natural gas and liquid natural gas.

The ODOL is also going to move forward with the calibration and performing this from gallon to gas equivalents (GGE) and diesel to gallons (DGE) equivalents for compressed natural gas (CNG) and liquefied natural gas (LNG). There will be requirements for signage and other things of that nature identified in the rules. On the conversion side, we are still moving forward to break out the conversion technicians into three different categories – CNG, LNG, and liquid petroleum gas (LPG).

We know that the Uniform Building Code Commission is going to meet, but we are still moving forward because it probably will not be September 2016 before they have anything in place. Terrance Hellman, Tom Sewell and Jeremy Moore will be sitting on that committee. There is still discussion about who will be on that committee and they are still taking applications

Agenda Item 6:
Robert Lassiter to provide the Committee with the latest statistics of the Alternative Fuels 
Program, with potential Committee action. 
Robert Lassiter was unavailable so James Buck spoke in his place. Mr. Buck said that Mr. Robert Lassiter is conducting compliance and getting out in the field, looking at different companies to verify they are licensed and their technicians are licensed appropriately. Mr. Lassiter will be at each committee meeting to provide the committee with the number of complaints he has received, types of complaints he has received, action taken, education of public awareness and enforcement. This will give you an idea of what Mr. Lassiter is seeing in the field and what the committee or what ODOL as an agency needs to be looking at in regards to compliance and education. 

Mr. Buck said Mr. Lassiter has taken action in regards to compliance and educating on licensing requirements and public awareness campaigns. Although he was unavailable today, he should have information at the next meeting regarding his activities.

Agenda Item 7:
James Buck to discuss the Committee’s goals for FY 15 with potential committee action.
Mr. Buck said the committee meets every other month but sometimes there isn’t a lot to be discussed. ODOL as an agency has goals but Mr. Buck wanted to get an idea about what are some of the goals of the industry, the public and committee have in mind to achieve during this coming year. Mr. Buck stated that the committee didn’t need to discuss it today, but perhaps get it on the agenda for committee discussion at the next meeting. We do need to have some kind of focus to make this more than a meeting about minutes, applications and other items. We need to discuss what the committee wants to achieve this coming year. If it is public awareness, compliance, etc., whatever the public or the committee would like to consider for moving forward. We need to see if the committee’s goals line up with ODOL’s goals as an agency. We should not only consider where we want to be two years down the road, but how we will get there. 

Committee Chairman Jeff Twiehaus said we need to continue moving forward with the progress we have already made and assure we are staying on course with the objectives that were originally set in place. With the current prices of fuels, we need to focus on aspects of alternative fuels other than economics. Basically, to clean the environment, and if you have a cost savings that’s just another benefit. 

Mr. Buck said we will continue to work with Clean Cities. We do want to continue to promote the environmental conscience awareness towards alternative fuels. Currently with the drop in gas prices, we are seeing more fleet related conversions more than individuals. Depending on the economy, this trend may continue over the next few years. 

The ODOL will continue to work with the schools because there will be changes with the requirements when it comes to specific courses as they relate to the breakout of the conversion and compression technicians level one and level two. The language will be modified for that as well. 

Mr. Buck will bring ODOL goals and objectives to the next meeting to give the committee an idea of where we are heading. We will discuss those items. 

Agenda Item 8:
Public opportunity to present comments related to agenda items
No public comments were presented.

Agenda Item 9:
Next regular meeting scheduled for March 3, 2015

Agenda Item 10:
Adjournment 
Craiton Cooper made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Roger Luke seconded the motion. 
The motion passed with unanimous consent. Meeting adjourned at 9:25 a.m.
Roll Call:
Aye: Jeff Twiehaus, Craiton Cooper, Charles Lawson, Roger Luke






