Oklahoma District Attorneys Council

Federal Grants Division

FY 2006 Paul Coverdell Forensic Science Improvement Grant Awards
The purpose of the Coverdell Forensic Sciences Improvement Grant is to improve the quality and timeliness of forensic science and medical examiner services and to eliminate backlogs in the analysis of forensic evidence. When the Coverdell grant was first established in 2002, the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation was the only forensic laboratory in the state that was accredited by American Society of Certified Lab Directors/Laboratory Accreditation Board (ASCLD/LAB), the gold-standard of accreditation. With the assistance of these funds, six additional labs have become accredited by ASCLD/LAB and/or the American Board of Forensic Toxicologists (ABFT) in accordance with state law O.S. 74 § 150.37. These accredited labs in the State are:
· Ardmore Police Department

· Broken Arrow Police Department

· Office of the Medical Examiner

· Oklahoma City Police Department

· Oklahoma County District Attorneys Office

· Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation

· Tulsa Police Department

In Fiscal Year 2006, the following recipients received $216,005 through a Coverdell formula and a discretionary grant. This is the third year that the State of Oklahoma has received a competitive discretionary grant program. The Task Force has used, and continues to use, a consensus decision-making process in determining the use of the Formula and Discretionary Grant Funds. The foundation of the Task Force has been to utilize the Coverdell funds in a manner that achieves the broadest impact for the State. As such, the funds are awarded based on the number of analysts within each agency compared to the total number of analyst combined. A baseline is set for the smallest agencies in order for these labs to effectively participate in the grant program. The following is a summary of the projects that were funded.
Congressional District 1
Award Recipient         
                               
Location                                
Award Amount                                                                                                     

Broken Arrow Police Department



Broken Arrow


$4,052.27
Grant funds will be used to send two technical investigators to Forensic Video Analysis training schools.  Broken Arrow Police Department is working towards ASCLD/LAB accreditation in Forensic Video Analysis and taking these courses will help the investigators achieve this goal.  Currently, there are no ASCLD/LAB accredited labs in forensic video analysis in Oklahoma.
Tulsa Police Department





Tulsa



 
$34,444.31
Grant funds will be used to purchase a Thermal Stage in order to improve the accuracy of microscopic particle and glass analyses, a Digital Impression Evidence Analyses Workstation to enhance the examination of impression evidence, and a stereo microscope with digital imaging capabilities to decrease the backlog in the firearms section.  Funds will also be used to maintain ASCLD/LAB accreditation and increase the Toxicology Section’s accreditation to all toxicological analyses, thereby reducing turnaround time realized through out-sourcing.
Congressional District 4

Award Recipient         
                          
Location                                 
Award Amount                                                                                                     

Ardmore Police Department




Tulsa



 
$4,000.00
Grant funds will be used to train a new technical investigator in latent print examinations and courtroom testimony in order to meet ASCLD standards and to increase the efficiency of latent print examinations.
Congressional District 5

Award Recipient         
                          
Location                                  
Award Amount                                                                                                     

Office of the Chief Medical Examiner 


Oklahoma City 

 
$12,156.81
Grant funds will be used to improve and expand the quality of testing in the toxicology lab by purchasing equipment such as the N-Evap Thirty-four Position Water Bath, which will reduce the delay in analysis time.  Funds will also be used to send four scientists to the American Academy of Forensic Sciences meeting to learn how to streamline the forensic work in order to reduce case backlog.
Oklahoma County District Attorneys Office


Oklahoma City 

 
$4,000.00
Grant funds will be used to improve the quality of services provided by the Questioned Document Laboratory and to maintain ASCLD/LAB standards by providing the examiner with up-to- date training in the field of Forensic Document Examination.
Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation


Oklahoma City 

 
$135,751.10
Grant funds will be used to reduce case backlog and case turn around time with overtime in the areas of latent prints, toxicology and forensic biology.  The funds will also be utilized to improve blood alcohol case turn around time by purchasing an autosampler for an existing gas chromatograph. Database software will be purchased for a laboratory information management system (LIMS) which will make accurate laboratory information available in all OSBI facilities.  Outside scientific training and certification opportunities will be provided for OSBI laboratory analysts, along with ASCLD/LAB – International Accreditation Training for laboratory supervisors and administrators to prepare for the next inspection. OSBI will also provide a 40-hour blood spatter training for OSBI analysts as well as analysts outside of the agency.






