OACD State Meeting Media Kit
INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR MEDIA KIT

Please Note: All districts will receive this information by email. Photos taken at the OACD State Meeting are available for download from the Conservation Commission web site at http://conservation.ok.gov.

This packet was prepared to help promote your district’s participation at the OACD Annual State Meeting in a timely fashion through the news media.  The fill-in-the-blank news releases enclosed may be copied or retyped on district letterhead. 

After-Meeting News Release
Every conservation district in attendance should be able to make use of the enclosed news release designed to be given to local newspapers following the meeting.  

Youth Award Winners

Fill-in-the-blank news releases and photo(s) of winners in the state youth award competition are enclosed for districts who garnered finalists. The photo and article are suitable for publication in local newspapers, but you may wish to retype and add more information. Districts may wish to contact a youth’s parents to get all the information necessary to fill in the blanks, but if this is not possible (due to newspaper deadlines, etc.), the sentences with the blanks that you can’t fill in may be removed.

Service Award News Release

A fill-in-the-blank news release is enclosed for districts with a director or employee who received a service award at this year’s state meeting. Districts may want to add more information about the recipient. 

Youth Awards: For caption purposes, the photos of youth awards sponsored by OACD and Western Farmers Electric Cooperative were taken Sunday, Feb. 25, 2007, at the Reed Conference Center in Midwest City. The man at left in the photo is Scott Williams, representing Western Farmers Electric Cooperative, and the man on the right is Scotty Herriman, president of the Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts. (OACD)
Service Awards: The photos of Service Awards were taken Monday, Feb. 25, 2008, at the Reed Center.  
For service awards presented to district directors, from left are Conservation Commission Executive Director Mike Thralls and Chairman Dan Lowrance, joined by OACD President Scotty Herriman on the right.

For service awards presented to district employees, from left are , Oklahoma Association of Conservation District Employees President Paula Templeton, Oklahoma Conservation Commission Assistant Director Ben Pollard, joined by OCC Area V Commissioner Virginia Kidd on the right.
***************
NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE







February 26, 2008
Contact: _________( district employee name)___________ at _______(district name)__________ Conservation District, ___district phone number)_____

Conservation College
The 2008 Annual State Meeting of the Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts 

The Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts (OACD) held its 70th Annual State Meeting at the Reed Conference Center in Midwest City Feb. 24-26. OACD is an independent organization that promotes natural resource conservation through various activities and functions. The meeting was cosponsored by the Oklahoma Conservation Commission.

At the Monday morning opening session Honorable Gary Lumpkin, Presiding Judge of the Court of Criminal Appeals led all conservation district board members in a reaffirmation of the Oath of Office. John Redding, president of the National Association of Conservation Districts, explained a fundraising drive to refurbish the NACD national headquarters in Washington, D.C. At the Monday luncheon, state Treasurer Scott Meacham gave an overview of the state’s fiscal status. Morning and afternoon breakout sessions provided educational programs on flood control, water quality and district management topics.
The OACD Conservation Hall of Fame Awards were presented at the Monday evening Legislative Banquet. The Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts and the Oklahoma Conservation Commission established the Oklahoma Conservation Hall of Fame in 1985. Each year, one or more friends of conservation and/or conservation district directors are inducted in recognition of a positive influence on Oklahoma’s conservation programs. This year OACD inducted two people into the Hall of Fame.

OACD President Herriman named Rick Jeans of Tonkawa, a Kay County Conservation District director since 1995, to the Hall of  Fame. In 2007 Jeans completed a five-year term as OCC Area II commissioner. He had previously served two one-year terms as OACD president after serving as OACD Area II director and then vice president.

Herriman named Paula Templeton of Wagoner to the Hall of Fame as a “Friend of Conservation.” The state meeting marked completion of two consecutive one-year terms years that Templeton served as president of the Oklahoma Association of Conservation District Employees. Herriman cited Templeton for leading the effort to inform state legislators about the work done by district employees and in doing so, helping to improveng the pay and benefits of district employees.
OACD President’s Award

The Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts has presented its “President’s Award” since 1983 to one or more individuals or an organization that has shown outstanding support of conservation efforts in Oklahoma or the nation. OACD President Scotty Herriman presented the President’s Award for 2008 to three legislators and a broadcast journalist.

Herriman honored state Sens. Randy Bass and David Myers and Rep. Dale DeWitt for championing conservation program funding at the Capitol in 2007.
Herriman also presented Rob McClendon, broadcast journalist and host of the Oklahoma Educational Television Authority’s Oklahoma Horizon program, with a President’s Award for his longtime coverage of conservation, agriculture and rural life stories.
Employee Recognition

Pat Fentress, secretary for the Sequoyah County Conservation District, received the Adeline Laird Award. The award was established in memory of Adeline Laird, finance officer at the Oklahoma Conservation Commission from October 1974 until her death in 1984. The award is presented to recognize district secretaries or programs coordinators who typify Laird’s hard work, dedication, enthusiasm and caring attitude.

Reva Maddox, secretary for the East Woods County Conservation District, received the Outstanding Conservation District Employee Award from the Oklahoma Association of Conservation District Employees.

Former Governor George Nigh Speaks at Closing Luncheon

Former Gov. George Nigh gave the “commencement address” at the luncheon that closed the meeting on Feb. 26. His personal and political recollections and anecdotes were warmly received and rewarded with several standing ovations.

NRCS Conservation Partnership & Earth Team
Ron Hilliard, Oklahoma State Conservationist for the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, presented NRCS Conservation Partnership and Earth Team awards for volunteer service. The following were presented:

Conservation Partnership Awards

Conservation Educator: Nelda Tucker, North Fork of Red River Conservation District
Standing in the GAP: Wade Warren, Noble County Conservation District
District Director of the Year: Scotty Herriman, Nowata County Conservation District
RC&D Council Member: Randy Cotton, Ouachita Mountains RC&D Council
Earth Team Awards

Earth Team Workgroup of the Year: Kay County Conservation Puppeteers
Earth Team Volunteer of the Year: Heather Crain, Tulsa
Earth Team Office of the Year: Tulsa Field Office & Tulsa County Conservation District

###

(YOUTH AWARDS)

Contact ______________________Conservation District

February 2008
For Immediate Release

Local Student Wins at State Contest

OKLAHOMA CITY - ________________________________ from the _______________________  Conservation District took top honors in the recent Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts (OACD) State Essay/Speech/Poster Contest.

 ________________________________ won _________ place in the competition for his/her essay/speech/poster promoting the conservation of Oklahoma’s natural resources. ______________________ competed in a district and an area contest before advancing to the state finals. He/She attends
________________________________ School in ________________________________, Oklahoma. ________________________________ is the son/daughter of ________________________________ and ________________________________ of ________________________________, Oklahoma.

Awards for the top essay/speech/poster were presented during special ceremonies held Feb. 24  at the Reed Center in Midwest City.  The contest is always held the first day of the OACD Annual State Meeting.  The three-day event draws conservation-minded  farmers, ranchers and other individuals from across the state.

(CAPTION FOR PHOTO)

Scott Williams, Western Farmers Electric Cooperative (left), and Scotty Herriman, president of the Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts (right), presented a youth contest award to _______(student’s name)______________. 
###

(SERVICE AWARDS)
For Immediate Release   

February 2008


 Contact _______________________ Conservation District  Phone:

Local Conservation District (Employee or Director) Honored for Service

OKLAHOMA CITY - ____(First and Last Name)______________  with the _____District Name)_______ Conservation District has been honored for his/her __________(number)_______ years of service to the local conservation effort. ___(last name)__________ received a certificate in recognition of his/her work as _____(position)______ during the recent Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts (OACD) 70th Annual State Meeting held Feb. Feb. 24-26 in Midwest City.

(PLEASE NOTE: For service awards presented to district directors, from left are Conservation Commission Executive Director Mike Thralls and Chairman Dan Lowrance, joined by OACD President Scotty Herriman on the right.)

(CAPTION FOR PHOTO)
(From left) Oklahoma Conservation Commission Executive Director Mike Thralls and Chairman Dan Lowrance presented the certificate to  _______________________ during an awards luncheon at the Reed Center, joined by OACD President Scotty Herriman (at right). OACD Executive Director Clay Pope (behind podium) emceed the awards. (If you wish, add any further details about the award recipient in this space)

###
(ATTENDED MEETING)
For Immediate Release
February 2008


For further information contact: ____________  Conservation District






(_____) ___ -____________

                                                    

Area Residents Attend OACD Meeting

OKLAHOMA CITY -  A crowd of over 400 were in attendance during the opening session of the 70th Annual State Meeting of the Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts, at the Reed Center in Midwest City. Topics discussed during the meeting,  “Conservation College,” focused on a wide variety of natural resource conservation issues including legislation, upstream flood control dam rehabilitation and water quality protection issues.

Directors and staff from the ____district name____________ Conservation District attended the convention held Feb. 24-26.  At the Monday morning opening session Honorable Gary Lumpkin, Presiding Judge of the Court of Criminal Appeals led all conservation district board members in a reaffirmation of the Oath of Office. John Redding, president of the National Association of Conservation Districts, explained a fundraising drive to refurbish the NACD national headquarters in Washington, D.C. At the Monday luncheon, Ron Hilliard, Oklahoma State Conservationist for the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, presented a short video entitled “Conservation – Our Purpose, Our Passion.” He then presented Frank and June Austin with a framed photograph. The Austin family and their farm were featured in the video and Frank recently retired from the Central North Canadian River Conservation District boar of directors. Following that, state Treasurer Scott Meacham gave an overview of the state’s fiscal status. Morning and afternoon breakout sessions provided educational programs on flood control, water quality and district management topics. Former Gov. George Nigh gave a “commencement address” at the closing luncheon on Tuesday.
Local conservation district directors attending the three day event included: ________________ ______________________, _______________________, ________________________, ___________________ and _______________________.

Staff attending included: _______________________, ___________________, _____________ __________, ______________________ and _____________________.


The meeting gave conservation district directors and personnel from across the state the opportunity to share their experience and knowledge with colleagues during several breakout sessions and workshops held during the three-day event.  



The three-day meeting included presentation of awards honoring directors and personnel for service.  Special awards were presented to individuals who practice conservation on their farms and ranches.


OACD is an independent organization which promotes natural resource conservation through various activities and functions as well as cooperation with legislative bodies at the state and national levels.
###
